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Commissioner Gwendolyn Pimentel Gana’s firm belief that human rights must be upheld at all times was forged

during the Martial Law era when her father, Aquilino “Nene” Pimentel Jr., a lawyer and a public servant, was

jailed without trial four times for opposing President Ferdinand Marcos. Similarly, her advocacy for women’s

rights was also shaped then when her mother, Lourdes “Bing” dela Llana Pimentel had to support their six

children on a teacher’s salary while Gwen’s father was in jail.

She has devoted her time to advocacies for orphaned, neglected, special needs children, women and families in

crisis, cultural minorities, migrant workers, prisoners, and refugees. She has written a book, Adopting a Filipino

Child the Intercountry Way, as a guide for adoptive parents and social workers. She was commissioned by the

Hague Conference on Private International Law to write a paper titled, “The Study of the Adoption System and

Legislation in the Philippines.”

She has also helped formulate and lobby for laws that promote the welfare of abandoned, neglected and abused

children by streamlining the adoption process and providing for alternative child care means and other child

friendly laws that protect children from abuse, exploitation and discrimination; laws that promote the welfare of

the Kasambahays; laws that protect migrant workers from trafficking and exploitation; laws that provided for

reparation and recognition of human rights victims during the Marcos regime; laws that promote the rehabilitation

of prisoners, among others. In addition, through her advocacies she works to oppose corrupt practices, promote

good governance and advocate for human rights to benefit the masses.

Comm. Gwen as she is fondly called recognizes the need for constant vigilance, for persistence and continued

learning to effectively deal with human rights violations and issues. “The scenario is constantly shifting and we

need to be updated. We need to bridge the policies that we make and the realities out there. We need to bring

the consciousness of human rights down to the barangay level. This is not an easy advocacy, but I will not give

up”, she declared.


